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The family Dercetidae comprises a diverse array of marine aulopiform actinopterygians.

Until now, merely seven specimens, assigned to five species, were recorded from the

Maastrichtian type area. Here, around two dozen dercetid fossils, originating from a number

of quarries and outcrops in north-eastern Belgium and the south-eastern Netherlands are

described and illustrated. This material comprises two new genera, Beukidercetis gen. nov.

and Petrodercetis gen. nov., and four new species: Caudadercetis taverni sp. nov., Beukidercetis lissus

gen. et sp. nov., Cyranichthys sideralis sp. nov., and Petrodercetis bidirectus gen. et sp. nov.

Newly collected specimens of Cyranichthys jagti, Dercetis triqueter and Ophidercetis italiensis

are also added, because these extend their respective stratigraphical ranges in the study area.

Moreover, material here assigned to Dercetoides venator and a specimen resembling Cyranichthys

ornatissimus markedly expand their geographical and stratigraphical ranges. In general, the present

material reflects an underappreciated diversity of dercetids in the Maastrichtian type area, even though

that they fossilize well compared to other late Maastrichtian actinopterygians from the study area. This

high degree of preservation may be related to a benthic lifestyle, or to their slender, scute-covered bodies

that may have been less vulnerable to disruption than those of other actinopterygians.

Key words: Actinopterygii, Aulopiformes, Enchodontoidei, Dercetidae, scutes, Maastrichtian,

Cretaceous, Belgium, the Netherlands.

Jelle J.A. Heere [jelle.heere@ziggo.nl; ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7615-1716

], Leiden University, P.O. Box 9500, 2300 RA Leiden, the Netherlands, and

Het Nationaal Oertijdmuseum, Bosscheweg 80, 5283 WB Boxtel, the

Netherlands. Jonathan J.W. Wallaard [curator@oertijdmuseum.nl

; ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7752-1598] and Maarten de Rijke [maarten@oertijdmuseum.nl

; ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4652-3782], Het Nationaal

Oertijdmuseum, Bosscheweg 80, 5283 WB Boxtel, the Netherlands. John W.M.

Jagt [john.jagt@maastricht.nl; ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6216-1991], Natuurhistorisch

Museum Maastricht, De Bosquetplein 6-7, 6211 KJ Maastricht, the Netherlands.

mailto:jelle.heere@ziggo.nl
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7615-1716
mailto:curator@oertijdmuseum.nl
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7752-1598
mailto:maarten@oertijdmuseum.nl
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4652-3782
mailto:john.jagt@maastricht.nl
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6216-1991


This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons

Attribution License (for details please see creativecommons.org), which permits unrestricted use,

distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original author and source are credited.

 

Full text (9,716.7 kB) 

 

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://webaccess.app.pan.pl/archive/published/app70/app012532025.pdf
https://webaccess.app.pan.pl/archive/published/app70/app012532025.pdf
http://www.tcpdf.org

