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Early Paleocene siluroid catfish from Bolivia and its evolutionary and
paleogeographic importance
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The fossil genus Yuskaichthys, previously known only from Eocene deposits of the Maiz Gordo site in
Argentina, is here identified based on three isolated parieto-supraoccipital bones collected in the
Tiupampa locality, Cochabamba-Potosi Basin, Bolivia. This discovery notably extends both the
paleogeographic and temporal distribution of the genus into the early Paleocene. Morphological traits
including the bifid posterior margin of the supraoccipital process and the transverse pit lines closely
resemble those described for Yuskaichthys. Futhermore, these fish share a longitudinal groove along the
entire supraoccpital process, supporting a provisional assignment to Yuskaichthys. The occurrence of
Yuskaichthys in both Tiupampa and Maiz Gordo is consistent with regional fluvial systems associated
with the Andean foreland basin evolution. This finding supports an early diversification of modern catfish
lineages, including extinct genera displaying long time range.
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