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A new tubeworm, Palaeotubus sosiensis gen. et sp. nov., is described from the Permian Pietra di

Salomone limestone (Sosio Valley, W Sicily). The new species is characterized by a thick tube

ornamented with slightly flared peristomes and numerous longitudinal keels. The internal structure of the

tube was obliterated during diagenesis, which prevents the tube unequivocal systematic attribution.

Nevertheless, all preserved morphological characters strongly suggest that the new tube belongs to

serpulids. When confirmed by further findings, the positive attribution of this new species to serpulids

will imply that it represents the ancestor of the Serpulidae, and the earliest evidence of calcareous

tubeworm polychaetes from the Palaeozoic.
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